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 Swiss Supporting Association Update  

Ms. Brigitte Heckendorn, founder of the Swiss 

Supporting Association (SSA) – the official DPF 

support group in Switzerland – and her 

husband, Mr. Hanspeter, were in town recently. 

The SSA is a generous supporter of the 

children’s lunch programme at the Duang 

Prateep Kindergarten and education scholarships. The Swiss pair came to 

discuss the situation of these and other potential projects so they could give 

a first-hand account to members and donors at the upcoming SSA annual 

meeting. During their stay they also took some time to visit the New Life 

Project for abused or abandoned children at Kanchanaburi.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Huttons group from Singapore 

Forty-six members of a leading 

Singapore real estate group, Huttons 

Asia, visited the DPF Kindergarten on 

February 15 to provide a special treat 

for the children by distributing gifts 

and joining in games and dances with 

them. The youngsters were thrilled. 

Khru Prateep and staff welcomed the Singaporeans, who were led by Mr. 

Andrew Cheong, and the young children entertained them with dance 

performances to welcome and thank them for their kindness and 

generosity. A big thank you to Huttons Asia, and we hope you will visit us 

again. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Seniors’ Big Day Out 

Saturday, 16 February, was a big day 

for seventy members of the DPF’s 

Elderly Citizens group. Not often 

having a chance to leave the slum 

community for an enjoyable outing, 

the seniors were ready early and 

enthusiastically boarded the coach for 

a trip to the provinces.  

The excursion was generously sponsored by 

long-time DPF friend and benefactor, Ms. 

Lalitha Houtman, who gave the seniors a 

free choice of where they would like to go. 

Three famous Buddhist temples in Ang 

Thong province was their pick. So, they were 

able to combine some merit-making and 

prayers with a fun day out of the city.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 What We Have Achieved  

Every year, the Duang Prateep Kindergarten 

organizes an exhibition of the students’ 

works in order to give the students 

encouragement and to feel pride in their 

achievements. This year’s event was 

organized on 22 February and kicked off 

with performances by students from all six 

classrooms. All students are studying under 

the Montessori Educational System, with 

mixed ages. Parents are also invited and 

encouraged to come along and see their 

children’s works and to participate in 

activities together, such as games, lucky 

draws, etc. The event is rounded off with 

everyone lunching together, to build good relations between children, 

parents and teachers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Belgian Benefactor  

On 22 February, Khun Philippe de Fooz, 
a friend of the DPF from Belgium, 
called in to the Duang Prateep 
Kindergarten to observe the 
Montessori Educational System in 
action, a project that he generously 
supports. Coincidentally, it was also the 
Kids’ Exhibition Day at the school and 
he was able to join this event in the 

morning. Then, on 23-24 February, Khun Philippe travelled to the New Life 
Project at Kanchanaburi to check progress on his latest support – the sealing 
of the area immediately behind the washing area with concrete and a new 
drainage system. He also supported the purchase of extra shelving and a 
new gas stove (4 burners) for the kitchen. Last year, Khun Philippe 
generously supported the upgrade 
of the library so that it is more 
suitable for the children to come 
and practice their reading.  
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