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Candle Procession on Buddhist Rains Retreat
On 5th July, Kindergarten students, elder citizens
and guardians joined the annual candle procession
ceremony (on the occasion of Buddhist Lent on
11th July). The ceremony started with participants
set up the procession before marching around the
community. Four children representatives
wearing traditional Thai costumes sat on the
parade float. All participants walked and danced
at the head of the procession. The monks
conducted their religious ceremony after that.
The foundation has also invited a doctor in to provide knowledge to the parents or garrisons
on ways to protect their children from hand, foot and mouth disease. At the conclusion of the
ceremony, all had lunch together with food brought along by the participants.

New Homes for Fire Victims
Khru Prateep and DPF staff joined a July 16 ceremony to
begin construction of new housing for victims of the
2016 fire in the Rim Klong Wat Sapan community. The
traditional raising of the “first pillar” was the symbolic
centerpiece of the event. A total of 15 families whose
houses were razed to the ground will get new homes.
The Community Organization Development Institute
(CODI)

co-ordinated

the

rebuilding

project

and

contributed 43,000 baht per house. The Duang Prateep
Foundation

donated

500,000

baht

towards

the

reconstruction, with other organizations, including the
Human Development Foundation, also making valuable
contributions. Construction is expected to be completed
within a few months.
Also participating in the ceremony to help the poor
families were the Director of the Klong Toey District
Office and a representative of the Port Authority of
Thailand, on whose land the community is located.

Aid to Lock 1-2-3 Fire Victims

On July 17, Khru Prateep led DPF staff to the Lock 1-2-3 community of Klong Toey slum, to
donate funds for the purchase of construction materials, to help 22 families rebuild their
homes after the devastating fire there on June 28. Loxley Public Company (Loxley) also
joined the event and donated 22 sets of melamine ware to the affected families. The
construction process has already begun and is expected to be almost complete by next month.

Social Venture Program, Supported by Thai Airways
On 24 July, a team of 17 Australians
comprising the latest Social Venture Group,
and led by Peter Baines OAM, president of
Hands Across the Water (HATW) and Claire
Baines, arrived to re-house another
impoverished family living in squalid
conditions in the Bangkok slums. Step 1 was
the hot and dirty work of demolishing the
dilapidated hovel the family had been living
in for many years. The family will now be temporarily housed for two
months in rental accommodation while their new home is being built on
the site of the old house.
The team also constructed some new wood cabinets for the family to
store their belongings in the new home, and also donated new
mattresses, pillows, blankets, mosquito nets, fans, a gas cooker and
cookware. This was the eighth project of this kind by the Social Venture
Program of HATW.
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