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“Happy Songkran” for elderly and disabled residents
More than 200 elderly citizens and
disabled people of Klong Toey
community joined the annual Songkran
ceremony at the Duang Prateep
Foundation on 11th April. It is the time
of year when we especially honour the
elders of our society and receive
blessings from them in return.
Although the day was hot, everybody
was in a happy mood with the festive spirit. To recognize those who have been
service-minded in their communities, prizes of standing electric fans were presented to
31 people (thank you to the Stock Exchange of Thailand for sponsoring the prizes).
Also generously providing sponsorship this
year was the “Oishi” company, who brought
cool drinks, fried dumplings and sandwiches
for the participants. Unfortunately, not all
elderly residents could make it to the
ceremony due to ill health. So, prior to the
Songkran ceremony, DPF staff took rice, dry
foods, blankets and other essential sanitary
items to them at their homes to cheer them
up so they would not feel left out. The
Duang Prateep Foundation would like to thank all the benefactors who support our
activities for the poor and also our guests of honour at the ceremony.

Business Blueprint Pedals In

Making their second visit to the DPF was the Business Blueprint team of bike riders,
on April 16. They were due to set off on a 500 km ride in five days through southern
Thailand to raise funds to support the work of Hands Group. On their journey they
will stop at our New Life Project in Chumporn province on 20 April, before reaching
their final destination at Baan Tharn Namchai on 22 April.
As it happened, their visit coincided
with the Thai New Year (Songkran
festival), and the children welcomed
them with traditional Thai dances. The
visitors also participated in the
customary New Year’s sprinkling of
water over the hands of the elderly
citizens, and joined them in dancing the
ramwong. And Khru Prateep gave a
brief presentation on the background
of the DPF as well as the house rebuild project in the communities, which is supported
by Hands Group. Later, our staff took them to distribute essential goods such as rice,
dry food, blankets, etc. for the poor families in the rebuilt houses. Thank-you Business
Blueprint for fundraising to help the poor children. We hope to have a chance to
welcome you again next year.

Fast Track to Klong Toey

Management and staff members of Bangkok Expressway and Metro Public Company
Ltd. (BEM), led by Mr. Alvin Gee (Deputy Managing Director–Operations Support)
paid a visit to the DPF on 19 April and organized a special Songkran (traditional New
Year) ceremony for members of our elderly residents group. They sprinkled water
over the elders’ hands in a traditional mark of respect, and they all danced the
Ramwong (Thai folk dance) together. The elders also enjoyed a special lunch
provided by BEM and accepted small gifts from the kind-hearted visitors. Thank you
BEM for helping to preserve our traditional cultural practices and bringing a smile to
our senior citizens.

Novartis – Circle of Excellence Team
On perhaps the hottest day so far this
year, 23 Australians from the Novartis
company’s Circle of Excellence team
ventured into the Klong Toey slum
community on April 23 to bring some
light into the lives of two poor and
disabled families. Led by Peter Baines
from Hands Group, the team’s mission
was to demolish the ramshackle and
dilapidated houses that the families live
in to prepare the way for new family
homes to be constructed on the same sites. The new homes are being sponsored by
Novartis. This ongoing re-housing project is a collaboration between Hands Group
and the Duang Prateep Foundation, and the above two families represented the ninth
and tenth beneficiaries to date.

Miss Universe Thailand Donation
Miss Universe Thailand 2017, Maria Poonlertlarp, a longtime friend of the DPF, called in on 25 April to honour a
previous commitment she had made. In December last
year, Maria promised to donate a portion of proceeds
from sales of her Tulip Blankets, which she had designed
herself, to the DPF. On behalf of Tulip Company, she not
only made a substantial financial donation but also
presented 34 of the quality designer blankets to children
at the kindergarten. Maria, looking equally as lovely in
casual civilian clothes as she did in her evening gown and
tiara, is not one to stand on ceremony, and joined in fun
dancing with the young children during her visit.
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