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Helping the Homeless
Khru Prateep and the DPF volunteer fire-fighters were concerned about the
effects of Covid-19 on the homeless people who stay around Sanam Luang.
On 5 June, they distributed 520 Survival Bags and food boxes to those
unfortunate people. Thank you to all kind-hearted people who donate the
essential items to fill the bags.

Re-open for Business
The Klong Toey fresh market has reopened following its month-long closure
due to a Covid-19 cluster there. In the early morning hours of 5 June, five hours
prior to the re-opening, DPF volunteer fire-fighters sprayed disinfectant
around and within the market, including the people’s accommodation, to
help the people feel confident and safe in setting up the stalls again.

Safety Advice for Young Parents
On Friday 11 June, the DPF joined with BabyLove Company and Mental Health
Center 13 to inform young parents how to properly care for their babies
during the Covid-19 pandemic. With 100 families participating, it was decided
to have two sessions of 50 families each, in order to maintain social distancing.
Following the informative sessions, each family was presented with infant
formula milk, packs of BabyLove diapers, alcohol gels, snack packs and
children’s story books by DPF chairperson, Prof. Sant Hathirat M.D, and Khru
Prateep.

“Ammunition” against Covid
Thank you to the K C MAHANAKORN CO., LTD. which donated 800 liters of
disinfectant chemicals to the DPF on 12 June, for our volunteer fire-fighters to
spray in the slum communities to protect against the spread of the Covid-19
virus.

Ready to Help 24/7
No matter the time of day or night, the DPF volunteer fire-fighters are always
available to quickly ferry community residents who have caught the Covid-19
virus to the Community Isolation Center at Wat Sapan Temple, where they
will wait for a hospital bed to become available. Our team stands ready to
continue helping the poor people during these difficult times, and we hope
that the number of patients will soon drop to zero.

Terrific Teamwork
During the current Covid-19 pandemic, the DPF’s priority activity has been
distributing food and essential daily items to those people who have been
most severely impacted. With the fresh food boxes, it is essential to get them
to the people as quickly as possible, and the DPF is indebted to the many
community committees and volunteer residents who co-operate with us
every day in speeding the food to their constituents and neighbors.

Learning Never Stops at NLPC and NLPK
With school closures extended until July after the normal school holidays, the
boys at NLP Chumporn are still keeping up with their studies. NLPC staff
regularly pick up books and worksheets from the boys’ teachers for the lads
to complete at the centre.

Online lessons
Meanwhile, the NLP Kanchanaburi children in Grades 2-6 continue learning
through lessons put online by teachers at their school. The different grades
are staggered in one-hour lessons throughout the morning and afternoon.

Rights & Opportunity
Teacher “Browny” at NLPK used a documentary video about a boy slave in
Nepal to impress upon the children the opportunities that are open to them
compared to many other children. After the viewing, the children discussed
and analyzed what they had seen, and concluded that they were indeed in a
far more advantageous situation than the poor Nepalese boy, and that they
should not let this opportunity pass them by.

Caravan of Survival Bags
“Wagons roll!” called Khru Prateep on 16 June, as she led DPF staff with a
caravan of hand-wagons into the 70-Rai community to distribute Survival
Bags to 288 people quarantining in 140 homes. Thank you to donors of the
essential items to fill the bags for the underprivileged people of Klong Toey.

Miss Universe Thailand & “Food for Fighters”

Amanda Obdam, Miss Universe Thailand, accompanied the Food for Fighters
group to the DPF on 14 June to meet and give encouragement to the Klong
Toey people. Khun Amanda helped to distribute freshly cooked lunch boxes
to families impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic, as well as ice-cream to the
children. The lunch boxes were crowdfunded and prepared by the “Food for
Fighters” project, an alliance of local restauranters, who have been delivering
these boxes twice a day for almost two months now. The Duang Prateep
Foundation would like to express their deep appreciation to “Food for
Fighters” and Khun Amanda for their understanding of the situation and their
kind support.

Mass Distribution
On 17 June, the DPF presented bulk sets of personal protection items against
Covid-19 to representatives of 43 communities, four schools in the Klong Toey
area and National Federation of Urban Poor Community Organizations. The
safety items included face masks, hand sanitizer sprays and gels, bottles of
disinfectant, and red plastic bags for the disposal of hazardous waste (such
as used masks) and were donated by the Embassy of the United States,
UNICEF, The Natural Beauty and Cosmetics (Thailand) Co., Ltd, Diary Group
(2007) Co., Ltd, and Siriwan Plastic Co., Ltd. On behalf of the Klong Toey
community people, the DPF would like to thank all the donors, who realize
how dangerous the Covid-19 virus is and want to help prevent its further
spread.

Mmm! More Mangoes
On Saturday 19 June, Khru Prateep, Khru Mingporn, and staff and children of
the New Life Project at Kanchanaburi welcomed the Abbot of Wat Sapan
temple and his team again. The abbot is kindly supporting the planting of 40
new mango trees, which will become both a food resource for the children
and a sustainable income-earner for the rehabilitation home in the future.
Everybody enjoyed doing the activity together.

Corporate Concern
Concern for the welfare of Klong Toey children and their families during the
Covid pandemic was exemplified on 25 June when KEEEN Company Ltd. and
The Thai Association for Biotech Industries (THAIBIO) donated 200 food
boxes, 20 boxes of medical standard masks, 2 first-aid kits and 360 litres of
KEEEN GERM KILLER bio disinfectant to the DPF for the our Together Against
Covid campaign.

Targeted Donation
Thank you to Oakwood Suites Bangkok and Target Place Co., Ltd., for their
generous donation of 300 Survival Bags to the DPF to be distributed to those
people who are suffering the most effects from the Covid-19 pandemic. Each
bag contained 5 kg of rice, cooking oil, dry foods, toothpaste, drinking water
and Paracetamol. Together we can overcome this crisis. (26 June)

Belated Birthday for Khru Mingporn
Khru Mingporn, much loved sister of Khru Prateep, was accorded a special
birthday celebration by her sister and the children of NLPK on 27 June (two
days late, but who’s counting?). More than 50 years ago, the two sisters set
up the famous One-Baht-a-Day School (from which the DPF later sprang)
under their house in Klong Toey slum. And now, at 76 years of age, Mingporn
is still working hard every day running the foundation’s New Life Project for
abused and abandoned children in Kanchanaburi.
Being an auspicious occasion, celebrations began with a religious ceremony
conducted by nine Buddhist monks. Followed by birthday cakes, not only for
the birthday girl but also two of the children who were also born in June.
NLPK’s traditional “Relationship Day” was also incorporated into the
celebrations to express gratitude to Khru Mingporn, Khru Prateep, staff and
parents/guardians (who could not be invited this year due to Covid-19
restrictions). Rounding out the day, Khru Mingporn and Khru Prateep
presented pocket money to the children who demonstrated they knew the
importance of studying diligently.
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Food for Fighters Extends Lunch Box Program
One of the most consistent supporters of the DPF’s Together Against Covid program has
been the Food for Fighters project, an alliance of local restauranters, who prepare
nutritious meals in lunch boxes for people in several slum communities who are in dire
straits due to the pandemic. For the past two months, they have been delivering around
500 of these very welcome meals to our centre each day so our staff can distribute them
to the people. To date, Food for Fighters has prepared around 100,000 meals for Covid
sufferers in all slums.
On 27 June, Khru Prateep and DPF staff participated in an event called “Move on Fighters”
at the Chula Alumni Association building. At the event, Food for Fighters project leader,
Ms. Panchana Wattanasatien, announced that they will be extending their very beneficial
meal program until the end of July. Thank you Khun Panchana, all the chefs and donors
who make the lunch boxes possible.

Finger on the Pulse
The afternoon of 30 June saw Khru Prateep and DPF staff distributing 80 Survival Bags to
home-quarantined residents in the Hua Kong community. While walking through the slum,
Khru can see and hear first-hand from the people the problems they are experiencing due to
the pandemic. In this way she gets regular, live-time updates on the real situation of the
people. Thank you to all the generous contributors to the Survival Bag campaign.
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