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Opening Ceremony - Friend of Children Center   

 

On June 1, the Duang Prateep Foundation held the 

official opening ceremony of the “Friend of Children 

Center”, a new and unique educational resource that is 

designed specifically help the poorest children from 

Chumchomoobanpattana School and nearby 

communities to overcome the study difficulties they 

face at home. The center is funded by the Wings of 

Support Foundation, a volunteer organization of KLM 

Airline crew members from the Netherlands. On hand to help open the 

center was Wings of Support CEO, Mr. Ron van Wagtendonk, local police 

chief, Pol. Col. Kritapas Pathitihin, Chumchomoobanpattana School 

director, Ms. Sunee Summa, as well as teachers and students of the school. 

Being interested in what this new 

facility could do to help the local 

children, many community leaders 

also attended the ceremony. The 

center is equipped with computers 

and printers for students to use. The Internet and Wi-Fi 

have also been installed, as well as a projector and screen, 

and a CCTV system for safety and security and observing 

the children’s behavior. The necessity for this facility is 

because some children face the problem of being unable to 

access technology in their homes and are thus unable to 

complete assignments and reports for their teacher. As a 

result, they risk failing their subjects, which leads to them 

skipping school on some days or dropping out altogether. 

Also planned in the near future are special training sessions 

for students on how to make full use of all the computer’s 

features.  



DAIRY DELIGHT 

 

 

On June 6, a large contingent of management and staff from CP-Meiji Company, one of 

Thailand’s largest manufacturers of dairy products, visited the Duang Prateep Kindergarten to 

host a special day for the kiddies. Khru Prateep and teachers welcomed the visitors, who 

numbered 150 and were led by Managing Director, Mr. Sujarit Maiyalab.  

 

Morning activities included games, a magic show and sing-alongs, with the visitors interacting 

easily with the children. Then, while the sponsored lunch was being set up, the visitors went on a 

guided walk through a part of the slum community to see first-hand the local living conditions. 

And, upon their return, they served lunch to the delighted children, including some much-

appreciated ice-cream on the hot day.    

 

CP-Meiji also made generous donations of educational materials and small, child-sized bottles of 

pasteurized milk as part of their visit.    

 



Skid Lids for Kids 

 

On July 13, a total of 1,350 lucky school students in Rayong Province received free motorcycle 

helmets as part of a joint project between the Siam Solvay Foundation led by Ms. Siriporn 

Wutthilaohaphan and the DPF called “Safety Helmets for Children in Schools”. The project, now 

in its third year, has the objective of improving children’s safety while travelling on the road. 

Many children in Thailand travel to school and around town on the back of their parents’ 

motorcycles, but not every family member has a helmet. The person controlling the vehicle 

usually wears the protective headgear to avoid being fined by the police, while the passenger on 

the back goes without. The joint project aims to overcome this potentially dangerous situation. 
 

The ceremony to raise awareness of the importance of on-road safety and to distribute the 

helmets was held at the Wat Ta Kuan School and attended by H.E. Mr. Marc Michielsen, 

Ambassador of Belgium to Thailand, Mr. Somsak Suwansujarit, Governor of Raying Province, 

Khru Prateep, and many other distinguished guests. 
 

Helping to drive home the message of on-road safety to the 

children was the DPF’s Nithan Caravan travelling puppet troupe, 

who wrote and performed a sketch about safety helmets. For the 

past three years, the Siam Solvay Foundation has supported an 

ongoing project in conjunction with Nithan Caravan to encourage 

health and educational development among children and youths 

in Rayong Province, where its parent company is based.    



Family Relationship Day at New Life Projects (NLPK) 

     

     

 

 

 

 

Family Relationship Day (FRD) is perhaps the most important event on the NLP calendar. It is 

the day when the parents/guardians  come to visit their children at the centres. And it is always 

an emotion-charged time with everyone expressing their love for each other with tears of 

happiness. 

June 18-19 was FRD at NLP Kanchanaburi, which is our rehabilitation centre for abused girls 

and younger boys. Fourteen  guardians and family members made a two-day trip to the center, 

and were welcomed by Khru Prateep, Khru Mingporn. Activities on the first day began with 

“Paying Respect Ceremony”, in which the children pay respect to their visitors and those who 

are helping them to recover a normal life. As always, the tears flowed freely. Children who have 

studied well, or gave good help in the centres activities were also rewarded. Later, the children 

and their family members joined together for a tour of the project’s grounds, planted herbs, and 

did art/craft and bakery activities together. The second day began with offering alms to monks 

and was followed by a discussion group on understanding and solving the children’s problems. 

Finally, everyone enjoyed a happy time together at a party.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Family Relationship Day at New Life Projects (NLPC) 
 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 25, the Duang Prateep Foundation  celebrated FRD at NLP Chumporn which is our 

rehabilitation centre for boys and youths recovering  from drug addiction. Five guardians and 

family  members made the one-day trip to the center, and were welcomed by Mr. Somsak Aiem 

Sa-ard, the project consultant and staff.  
Activities began with an offering of alms to  monks and a “Paying Respect Ceremony”, during 

which the children pay respect to their guardians and teachers those who are helping them to 

recover a normal life and the tears flowed freely. Children who have studied well, or have given 

good help in the centres activities were also rewarded.  This was followed by a discussion group 

on understanding and solving the children’s problems. Even though parents and children met for 

only a short while,, the FRD was an event  they will always treasure.   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 Teacher Appreciation Day 

 

Teacher Appreciation Day is an annual ceremony in which student pays 

respect to teachers. This year the event took place on 30 June. Two 

Kindergarten representatives carrying beautiful decorative bowls and 

friends paid respect to each teacher. The purpose of the ceremony is to 

make the children aware of the kindness of teachers who care for them 

and share their knowledge. 

 

 
   

 

 

 
 

 

=====================================================================  

Duang Prateep Foundation, 34 Lock 6, Art Narong Road, Klong Toey, Bangkok 10110 Thailand 

Tel:  (+66)2-671-4045~8    Fax: (+66)2  -249-9500     Email:dpf_found@hotmail.com 


