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Remembering Absent Friends
On 6 January, the Duang
Prateep Foundation held a
merit-making ceremony to
remember and pay respect
to former friends and
benefactors
of
the
foundation who have since
passed
away.
Nine
Buddhist monks were
invited to lead the
remembrance ceremony
and a large gathering of
community residents, DPF
staff and volunteers participated in the event. The ceremony is an annual tradition, and also
serves the purpose of blessing the current staff members as they move forward into a new
year of work. Khru Prateep also gave the gifts for Children’s Day to the community leaders
of 35 communities for distribution to the children in their communities on January 15.

Children’s Day at DPF

Over 1,000 children joined the Children’s Day’s
activities at the Duang Prateep Foundation on 15
January. In addition to the regular activities of face
painting, balloon modeling, plastic bottle handicrafts,
cooking Thai omelets, etc. activities to commemorate
the life of our beloved, late monarch, King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, under the theme “Follow in the Footsteps of
the Late King”
were added. Live performances on the stage were also a
big part of the day, with many prizes on offer. In order
to encourage the institution of the family, the foundation
also presented gifts to nine families who were selected
from the project “Nice and Warm Families” from three
communities in Klong Toey. Special guests included Dr.
Chatchat Sithiphan, former Deputy Minister of
Transport, who officiated as chairperson of the
ceremony, Ms. Saeko Itotani - Deputy Chairperson of
Elsereine 1% Club and club members, Mr. Shutaro
Omura - Minister from the Japanese Embassy, Mr.
Robert Wilson, DPF volunteers, and local governmental
organizations. A big thank-you to all our generous
sponsors of the Children’s Day event! Delighted
children took all their gifts and prizes home with happy
smiles on their faces.

Fire Rages through Slum Community
The New Year on the Chinese calendar did not
begin auspiciously for at least 75 families
living in the Wat Saphan crowded community
in Klong Toey. It is a community of 286
houses. Around 9 pm on January 27 a fierce
fire raged through the neighborhood, razing to
the ground the 45 houses in which the families
lived. Fortunately, injuries among the people
were relatively few. Racing to the scene to
offer basic assistances were Khru Prateep,
staff of the Duang Prateep Foundation,
officials of the Klong Toey District Office and other local organizations. The affected
families are now being sheltered by oher family members and friends. Relevant fire control
authorities are still checking on the exact number of people affected and who require help.
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