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Remembering Absent Friends

On 5 January 2021, the Duang Prateep Foundation held a merit-making ceremony to
remember and pay respect to former friends and benefactors of the foundation who
have since passed away. Nine Buddhist monks were invited to lead the remembrance
ceremony. The ceremony is an annual tradition, and also serves the purpose of blessing
the current staff members as they move forward into a new year of work.

Community Leaders get Update on Covid-19 Situation

On 8th January, Safe and Creative Development Fund (SCF), the DPF and Public Health
Center No. 41 (Klong Toey) jointly organized an information session on Covid-19 for
the leaders of Klong-toey communities and local organizations. Updates were provided
by Dr. Wirun Limsawat from Health Technical Office, Ministry of Public Health, and
Mr. Veerasak Hingong, a nurse from Public Health Center No. 41 (Klong Toey). Topics
covered included “The Current Situation and Ways to Handle the Covid-19 Pandemic”
and “Living in a slum and Staying Safe from Covid-19”. In addition, they also presented
media clips to 30 community leaders to share with their communities. Furthermore, the
chairperson of the Klong Toey Housing Cooperative explained the current situation of
disinfectant spraying in the communities, and the event ended with all participants
setting the date and time to clean and spray disinfectant in each community.

Timely Donations
Realizing the reduced donation funding the DPF has been receiving due to the Covid19 crisis, the Robert Bruce Wilson Scholarship Fund for DPF (RBW) stepped in on
January 15 to make a timely, one-time contribution of 3,125,927 Baht to help alleviate
the short-fall. This is in addition to the annual advanced education scholarships funded
by RBW. On the same day, Ms. Kate Hathirat, chairperson of RBW, also provided a
one-time personal donation of 150,000 Baht to the DPF’s general scholarship fund.
On hand to receive the generous donations and express their appreciation to the
benefactors were DPF chairperson, Prof. Sant Hathirat, Khru Prateep, Assist. Prof.
Kanika Leelapanyalert of the DPF committee, as well as DPF staff and volunteers.

Abbot’s Initiatives Continue to Grow
On 17 January, the Abbot of Wat Sapan temple and his team returned to the New Life
Project in Kanchanaburi (NLPK) to officially open and bless the new date palm
plantation and observe the progress of the trees. The Abbot had previously provided
the young trees for the project. While on location, he also surveyed the land on which
NLPK is sited and planned further developments of the area to generate sustainable
income in the future.

Visiting the Elderly at Home
With the current restrictions on large gatherings due to Covid-19, our popular weekly
get-togethers of the elderly residents in the community have had to be put on hold.
Nevertheless, they are still in our thoughts, and Khru Prateep and Khun Sophon (head
of the Elderly Citizens Project) have been visiting those living in the 70-rai community
every week to boost their spirits and deliver food and diapers to them. For those who
live in communities further away, other staff members and community leaders are
making similar visits every week. (21 January 2021).
.

Birthday Generosity
On the occasion of her niece’s birthday,
Mrs. Chander Sivasriaumphai (of the
Rembrandt Hotel Bangkok) and other
family members, visited the foundation on
January 22 and generously donated
wheelchairs, walkers and essential daily
necessities to the elderly citizens of the
Klong Toey community.

All Schools Pass Test
On 26 January, the Director of the Klong Toey District Office and her team visited the
DPF kindergarten and other children’s centers nearby to check on their cleanliness and
hygiene prior to their reopening on 1 February. Schools have been shut due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. We passed the inspection with flying colours.
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