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Kindergarten Farewell Camp and “Graduation” Ceremony 

On March 7, the Duang Prateep Kindergarten 

organized a “Graduation Ceremony” for 

departing students. All the proud parents and 

guardians came to offer their congratulations. 

Khru Prateep, the founder, and Ms. Sasinun 

Nilchansiri, director of the kindergarten, gave 

helpful advice to the children about how to 

make good preparations for moving up to 

primary school. The younger students 

presented flowers to congratulate the older 

graduating students, and all in attendance, 

children and adults, beamed with pride.   

Their final two schooldays were spent on an in-

house, farewell camp (9-10 March) to build 

relationships with friends and to demonstrate 

they can “survive” without parents or 

guardians, thus preparing themselves to face 

new things and a new life in higher education. 

During the evenings, various recreational activities were organized and all had fun together. 

 

 

 

 

 



 Social Impact SET

This year saw the 10-year anniversary of the Stock Exchange 

of Thailand’s philanthropic awards "Recognizing the People 

who do Good Works for Society.” These awards are conducted 

in co-operation with local organizations working in various 

fields to better society in Thailand, and each organization will 

nominate one or two worthy recipients each year. Across the 

ten years, there have been a total of 78 recipients who have 

done beneficial things for society and communities in 

Thailand. The 2017 awards recognized 11 people in seven 

fields on March 14. Awardees receive a monetary prize to help 

fund their on-going work.   

 

The DPF is one of the co-operating organizations and our 

award category is drug prevention, which is presented under 

the name of “The Prateep Ungsongtham Hata Award.” This year DPF selected Ms. Nittaya 

Promporcheunbun, who has carried out anti-drug activities in slum communities for most of 

her working life. She founded and currently chairs the Promjaipattana Foundation to continue 

her war against drugs. The foundation also selected Mr. Damrong Boonyang, who is the 

Head of the Fire Prevention Project that helps many former drug-addicted youths to become 

fire-fighting volunteers at the DPF in order to turn their lives around.  

 



Australian Rules Football 
Sixteen lucky boys from the slum are 

being coached in the basics of Australian 

Rules Football (AFL), or “Aussie Rules” 

as it is affectionately known by all its 

fans. A development programme of 

Bangkok Auskick, which is organized by 

the Thailand Tigers AFL Club, it aims to 

help disadvantaged kids improve their life 

through sport.  The first training session 

was held on March 15 at the sports centre 

near the slum community, and three days 

later this was followed by a more intense 

workout on the sporting fields of Bangkok Patana International School. Head coach was Phil 

Stevens, Auskick president and the Tigers' junior development officer. After their successful 

initiation, the boys will undergo further training sessions every Saturday, before participating 

in real matches and tournaments in the near future. 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Business Blueprint Bikers 

 

Sixty-five bike riders from Australia’s Business Blueprint 

group, led by Dale Beaumont and Emma Lyons and riding to 

raise funds for the Hands Across the Water (HATW) 

organization, visited the DPF on March 19 to familiarize 

themselves with the reasons behind slum formation in Bangkok, 

and to inspect the re-housing programme of HATW. This was to 

give them some first-hand knowledge of why and how the funds 

they raise will be utilized. 

Khru Prateep, herself a child of Klong Toey slum (Bangkok’s 

biggest), briefed the visitors about how poverty in upcountry 

areas drives many people to the city to try to improve their life, 

and then led them to inspect the five houses already completed 

in the HATW programme and to talk to the benefitting families.  

Starting from the seaside town of Hua Hin on March 20, the 

Business Blueprint group will pedal 565 km to the Baan Tharn 

Namchai orphanage in Phang-nga province in the south. Along 

the way they will visit the DPF’s New Life Project for recovering drug-addicted youths, in 

Chumporn province. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



People’s Right to Stay 

As reported in our January 2017 newsletter, a destructive fire raged through a section of the 

Rim Klong Wat Sapan community on January 27, destroying many houses and leaving them 

homeless. In the past, landowners would often use such an incident to prevent the people 

from rebuilding in order to evict them.   

However, thanks to negotiations with the Port Authority of Thailand (PAT) by Khru Prateep 

and the affected community’s leaders, PAT has kindly agreed to allow the victims to rebuild 

in the same locations, and live and rent there as before. On March 20, Director-general of the 

Port Authority of Thailand, Lt. Sutthinun Hatthawong, signed an agreement to that effect, and 

the people will also be assisted by planning from the Community Organizations Development 

Institute. Khru Prateep and DPF staff members witnessed this important agreement signing.   

 



Wings of Support Visits NLPK 

On March 23, the New Life Project at 

Kanchanaburi (NLPK) was pleased to 

welcome two Dutch visitors from the Wings of 

Support organization – board committee 

member Mr. Ron Kuyt and his friend, Ms. 

Kim – for a two day inspection visit.  Wings of 

Support has been a long-term friend of the 

foundation, supporting numerous projects like 

the Children’s Art Project, the playground 

equipment for children in slum communities, 

Nithan Caravan puppet shows, the Friend of Children after-school research and homework 

centre, and the vocational-training beauty salon for girls at the NLPK.   This was Mr. Ron 

and Ms. Kim’s first visit to the project, and they were so impressed with what they saw that 

they availed themselves of some hair care treatment in the beauty salon during their stay. 

 

Belgian Kindness 

Mr. Philippe de Fooz, a retiree from 

Belgium, visited the New Life Project 

at Kanchanaburi (NLPK) on March 25-

26. He has been generously supporting 

numerous activities at the NLPK and 

the Duang Prateep Kindergarten to 

help develop the children’s lives.  

Khun Philippe was welcomed with 

traditional Thai dance performances by 

the children, after which the staff and children surprised him with a (slightly belated) birthday 

cake. He then joined the dancing with the children for the birthday celebrations. The next 

day, Khun Philippe was taken to inspect the fruit orchards and gardens at the centre.    
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