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AIA Corporate Operations Spruce up Kindergarten

Thirty-nine people from American International Assurance (AIA), led by
Ms. Claire Baines from Soulful Experiences, came for a half-day activity to
repaint the DPF Kindergarten and brighten up the environment for the
children. The majority of the AIA members were from Hong Kong, but
there were also some from China, The Philippines, Singapore and
Thailand.
Prior to the painting, Khru Prateep took them on a guided walk through
part of the community to see the people’s lives of the kiddie’s families, and
to inspect some houses that had been rebuilt for the underprivileged by
Hands Across the Water (whom Claire is also associated). Upon their
return, they listened to the story of the DPF and Khru Prateep story before
starting the painting. Everybody departed happy after having a chance to
help the underprivileged children. Thank you all for this good activity.

Robert Bruce Wilson Scholarships
Mr. Robert (Bob) Wilson, a former lecturer at
Thammasat University, has established a new
scholarship fund through the DPF to help poor and
underprivileged students studying at the tertiary
level. This is the first year of implementation, and
six deserving students – four girls and two boys –
who fulfilled the criteria, received the inaugural
scholarships to help them defray their academic
expenses. Ajarn Bob took time out recently to meet
with the scholarship awardees, and to discuss over a meal their various courses of study and
hopes and plans for the future.

______________________________________________________________
The 9th Outstanding Youths - Role Models for the Community Awards
The DPF held the Outstanding Youths - Role
Models for the Community Awards on 24th
September for the ninth consecutive year. The
awards recognize young people from slum
communities who have shown outstanding
achievements in either, (a) education and selfdevelopment, (b) social and community
development, or (c) good values.
Her Royal Highness Princess Ubolratana Rajakanya has graciously consented for the awards to
be presented in her name in each of the nine years of the awards’ existence. The Stock Exchange
of Thailand generously provides financial support for the awards. This year, nine youths from a
field of 21 were selected to receive the prestigious awards after joining a camp at which they
were screened by the examining committee.
At the award ceremony, each awardee received
their plaque after paying respect to the portrait
of HRH Princess Ubolratana Rajakanya. Later
they will be honoured to be granted a personal
audience with Her Royal Highness on her
birthday. Ceremony chairperson was Ms.
Ladawan Kanthawong (Director of Social
Development of the Stock Exchange
of Thailand). Other guests of honour at the

ceremony included Pol. Lt. Col Peeratham Kamchon (Deputy Superintendent of the Port Police),
Mr. Robert Wilson (former lecturer from Thammasat
University), Mr. Shoji Ono (Chairperson of The Rissho
Friendship Foundation) and representatives from Klong
Toey District Office, local schools, community leaders
and community residents. Prof. Sant Hathirat M.D. (DPF
Chairperson) and Khru Prateep welcome all guests and
spoke about the awards during the ceremony..
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Aussie Teachers Make English Language Fun & Easy to Learn
The English language is not difficult for poor children to learn
anymore. Ms. Claire Berger, a professional teacher from
Australia and her teacher friends, Ms. Kathryn Shields, Ms.
Kathy McCausland Mayberry and Ms. Loretta Williams opened
the world of English language to the young children at the DPF
Kindergarten, from 8-29 September. They initiated the new
teaching style and fun learning techniques for the children and
kindergarten teachers, who were very happy and motivated with
the interactive lessons. Quick progress was made in using Basic
English, and everyone is more confident in speaking the
language.
Teachers from other children’s centres also came to observe and
learn about this way of teaching the English language. The
technique will continue to be employed with the children now
that Ms. Claire and her team have returned to Australia.

Regional Scholarships and Water Filter for Poor Children

On 27 September, Khru Prateep and staff from the DPF Sponsorship Section
travelled to Baan Tungsala School in Kanchanaburi province. There they
presented scholarships to 26 poor, local children whose parents are mostly
labourers on surrounding sugar cane farms and potato farms.
In addition, the DPF presented to the school a water filtering system, which
was donated by Aichi-ken Kyoin Kumiai (Teachers Labor Union, Japan). The
system will help filter out contaminants from the drinking water supply, thus
helping to protect the children’s and teachers’ health. Teachers and students
gave a warm welcome to the DPF group, who would like to thank the sponsors
that gave the beneficial things to the poor children.
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