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SWISS SUPPORTERS 

Ms. Brigitte Heckendorn, founder of 

the Swiss Supporting Association (the 

official DPF support group in 

Switzerland) and her husband, Mr. 

Hanspeter, were in during February (3-

14 February) on two important 

missions. The first was to preside over 

the official opening of the new 

dormitory for young boys, “Baan 

Guerotto”, at the New Life Project 

Kanchanaburi. The construction of the 

dormitory was generously funded by a 

bequest from the will of the late Mr. Hans Guerotto. A DPF benefactor from Switzerland. 

Khun Brigitte and Khun Hanspeter kindly co-ordinated between the executer of the will and 

the DPF for this project. The Swiss pair also visited the DPF to update themselves on the 

projects being carried out at our centre so that they could give the first-hand accounts to other 

Swiss donors and supporters back home. And, of course, no-one could come to Thailand 

without fitting in a little sightseeing as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Robin Ruijter, board member of 

Wings of Support (WoS) Foundation, 

and colleague Mr. Ron Kuyt paid a 

flying visit to DPF on February 20 

and were welcomed by Khru Prateep. 

WoS is a charitable organization 

founded by staff of the Dutch airline 

KLM, and Khun Robin was here to 

look over our projects that WoS helps 

support. These include the Nithan 

Caravan mobile puppet troupe, which 

put on two performances for the visitors – “Protecting against Dengue Fever” and “Wear 

Helmets on Motorcycles”.  The visitors also met with poor students who utilize the Friend of 

Children Center, a special room at the DPF equipped with computers, printers, etc. for use by 

children who do not have access to these facilities in their slum homes. This enables them to 

complete school homework and assignment projects, which they would otherwise be unable 

to do, causing many to drop out of school. The Friend of Children Center was generously 

funded by Wings of Support, and is operated on a day-to-day basis by the DPF Sponsorship 

Section staffers.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Scentre Group Visit 

On February 26, members of Scentre Group, 

owners, managers and developers of the 

Westfield branded shopping centres in 

Australia and New Zealand, paid a visit to the 

DPF. Mr. Scott Stein of Hands Across the 

Water (HATW) led the group to inspect the 

activities of the DPF, as well as examples of 

the re-housing project that HATW and DPF 

co-operate in. These are the dilapidated 

homes of the poorest and disabled members 

of the slum community, which are dismantled, with a new home then being erected on the 

same site. The Scentre people also went to see the next family who will benefit from this 

inspiring project, and their existing home, before embarking on a fund-raising bike ride to the 

south of Thailand.  
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