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Caring Neighbors
To help keep neighboring communities safe from the Covid-19 virus, representatives of the
nearby Loxley (Public) Company Limited, a leading IT provider in Thailand, kindly donated
140 packs of medical masks to the Duang Prateep Foundation on 1 July. These will be
included in Survival Bags and distributed to the residents and home-quarantined people in
the Klong Toey communities. Thank you very much for your thoughtfulness.

Follow-up Support
Several families in the Lock 1-2-3 community of the Kong Toey slum have been doing it
tough in the past 12 months. Fire destroyed their homes in July last year and now the third
wave of Covid-19 has severely impacted their livelihoods. The DPF, together with other
organizations, helped them to rebuild their homes after the first setback. And recently, the
Charoen Pokphand company asked Khru Prateep to present financial support to 12 of
those families on their behalf.

Dedication Rewarded
Right from the start, the DPF volunteer fire-fighting team has been heavily involved in the
DPF’s Together Against Covid-19 program. From spraying disinfectant around the
community and schools, to delivery emergency supplies to home-quarantined families, to
transporting Covid-infected residents to the Community Isolation Centre, they have been
ready to help with any necessary task around the clock. In recognition of their dedication,
Khru Prateep presented them with Survival Bags for their families on 1 July.

Neighborly Concern
The HQ of the Thai Customs Department is a nearby neighbor of the DPF and the Klong
Toey community. On 2 July, the department generously donated a large quantity of dry
food and essential daily items (sufficient for the DPF to make up 1,000 Survival Bags) for
their Covid-affected neighbors in the slum.

Answering the Call
Following appeals for assistance from leaders of disadvantaged communities in the Bonkai
area, Khru Prateep and DPF staff traveled there on two separate days (2, 5 July) to
distribute a total of 640 Survival Bags of dry foods and other essential daily items to both
residents in home-quarantine and families severely impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic
restrictions. People in three communities – Borkiew-Bonkai community (130 bags),
Pattana-Bonkai (510 bags) – were relieved and thankful to receive the emergency supplies.

Award for DPF
On 8 July, the Duang Prateep Foundation was recognized and honoured with the award
“Outstanding Empowerment Operations” from the Department of Mental Health,
Ministry of Public Health, at The 20th International Mental Health Virtual Conference 2021.
The conference theme was "New Normal Mental Health" and was held at Srithanya
Hospital from 7 - 9 July. Khru Prateep accepted the award on behalf of the foundation.
In making the award, the department said: “The Duang Prateep Foundation and the Public
Health Center 13 drive strong empowerment activities in Klong Toey communities and
draw the power of cooperation among people and networks to work together. As a result,
guidelines for mental care and quality of life of the people have been developed and the
people learn to have mental power to solve problems in various crises.”

Spreading Help to More Slums
With the large quantity of dry foods and essential daily items the Thai Customs Department
donated on 2 July, the DPF staff assembled over 1,600 Survival Bags. Khru Prateep and DPF
staff took these bags to the Keha Bonkai Community in Klong Toey on 9 July and, with help
from Lumpini police officers, staff from Pathumwan District Office and community leaders,
distributed all the Survival Bags to the community residents who are being impacted by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Countering Covid Depression
On 12 July, Khru Prateep participated in a seminar entitled Let’s Create a Mental & Physical
“Vaccine” for the Happiness of Thai People, which was organized by the Department of
Mental Health. The seminar aimed to alleviate the stresses being experienced by Thai
people that can cause long-term mental problems. Building mental immunity is the key,
they said, through creating a sense of safety and security, which would give hope and lead
to opportunities for people in the months and years ahead.

KPMG’s Care & Share Continues
On 12 July, the Romklao and Lock 1-2-3 communities were the beneficiaries of KPMG
Phoomchai Ltd.’s latest support for our Together Against Covid program when they sent
donations of essential daily items for us to make up into Survival Bags. Khru Prateep and
staff delivered 100 bags on behalf of KPMG, which has now supported the DPF on six
occasions. Many thanks to KPMG.

Fresh Vegetables for the People
The Natural & Premium Food Co., Ltd. rolled into the DPF on 13 July with a truckload of
fresh organic vegetables to donate. The most welcome healthy donation was distributed
among the Community Children’s Centers (to cook and distribute to the children at their
homes), other community people, and The Community Isolation center at Wat Sapan
Temple (to cook for the Covid-positive people there.

“Ghost Door” Community Appeals for Help
Following an appeal for help from the historic Bangkok community called “Ghost Door,”
near the Golden Mount Temple, Khru Prateep and DPF staff journeyed there and
distributed 50 Survival Bags to families in dire straits. The bags were part of the large
donation from the Thai Customs Department. Now the DPF is not limiting itself to helping
only the people in Klong Toey, but also at any place where the people appeal for help, if
we are able.

Seeking a Safe Haven
To provide services for the growing number of cases in the Klong Toey area, Khru Prateep,
representatives of other NGOs and community leaders met Lt. JG Dr. Chamnarn Chairit
(Deputy Director General of the Port Authority of Thailand) on 15 July to present a proposal
requesting that the unoccupied Flats 26 and 27 be utilized as “Home-Community Isolation”
centres for people who have tested positive for Covid-19.

Double Star Power
Donations for those affected by the pandemic continue to arrive at the DPF. The latest was
from the Kao Kon La Kao Foundation (a collaboration between King Power Group and rock
star Toon Bodyslam) on 15 July. The generous donation comprised 220 Survival Ba gs and
550 boxes of assorted beverages, which were distributed mostly to the elderly members
and little children of our community.

Friendship from Across the Seas
Friends are people we can always rely on to help in troubled times. And the poor people of
Klong Toey and the DPF are fortunate indeed to have a band of good friends halfway round
the world in Northern Ireland. Mr. Willie Gregg, founder of Willie’s Orphan Fund, and his
many supporters recently sponsored 100 Survival Bags of food and other daily essentials for
children of the Lock 1-2-3 children’s centre and other slum residents affected by the pandemic.
We hope our foreign friends are all staying safe in their country. (16 July 2021)

Help Along the Canal
Following an appeal for help from Baan Krua North and Baan Krua West, two historic,
mostly-Muslim communities along the famous Klong Saen Saep Canal in Bangkok, Khru
Prateep and DPF staff members travelled there on 16 July to present 50 Survival Bags to
the families in need. Thank you to KMPG Phoomchai Ltd. for sponsoring the bags of food
and other essential daily items.

Not Forgetting the Little Ones
On 20 July, thirty parents were invited to receive infant formula milk and masks at the DPF
kindergarten to help their babies during the Covid-19 pandemic. Later, Khru Prateep and
staff went to distribute ten infant formula milk packs and masks to children at the Lock 12-3 community. Thank you to the Thai Customs Department for donating the items.

Brave Little Boy
On 21 July, Khru Prateep visited a little 7-year-old boy in the Rim Klong Samakki community
who is in the final stages of cancer. Last year he was able to move unaided but now he
cannot help himself. He lives with his mother and older sister but his father, who works up
country, cannot come to see his son due to the Covid-19 travel restrictions. Khru Prateep
presented a Survival Bag and some financial support to his family. In the Klong Toey
communities, there are many cases of the poor who cannot access the Public Health
System. For these people, life has limited opportunity.

Old Friends in Need
Thirty years ago, the DPF supported the children’s centres in the crowded Makkasan and
Chalerm Anusorn communities, in Ratchathewi District, until they could stand on their own
feet. The little children of those centres, now adults in the community, recently sent a call
for help to the DPF, as they are being hit hard by the pandemic. On 23 July, Khru Prateep
and DPF staff answered the call and distributed 100 Survival Bags and herbal medicines to
our old friends.

Rapid Covid-19 Test
Thank you to Khun Kanchana Kanchanasin and friends in Austria who donated 100 boxes
of Antigen Rapid Test Cassette (swab), sufficient for speedy Covid-19 tests for 500 people.
Khun Issara Hata co-ordinated the transfer in Thailand. The DPF then invited staff from a
public health center to demonstrate how to use the kits. On 24 July, the community people
and DPF staff were invited to be tested and learn how to use the equipment themselves.
Additional kits will be distributed to community leaders so they can conduct basic tests for
their community residents.

Learning Initiative in the Age of Covid
With schools being closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, a
teenage English-teaching volunteer at the DPF Kindergarten
named “Proud” and five friends made 60 videos for the children
to view to keep up their English language learning. A new unit
(moods, colours, etc.) is sent to the parents’ Line group every
day, with each lasting around 5 minutes. Now the children can
watch and practice as often as they want.

Helping Those Who Help Us
Our volunteer community field-workers are very important in the operation of our
educational sponsorship program. They are ordinary community residents who act as
coordinators between the DPF and the sponsored children and their parents, reporting
first-hand and up-to-date information on each family’s situation to our staff. On 29 July,
Khru Prateep presented these indispensable volunteers with Survival Bags, for which Khun
Thanakorn Damrongrat and family, Small Spots Group and Lotus’s Supermarkets all
generously contributed products.

One Good Turn Deserves Another
The residents of Thep Raksa Samakeetham community on Soi On-Nut 84 in Prawet District
provide a valuable service to the rest of society. They make a meagre living by combing
through the garbage generated by the city of Bangkok and sorting out that which can be
recycled, which they sell to make a small daily income. So, their life is pretty tough, and it
has become even more difficult with the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic. On 29 July, Khru
Prateep and DPF staff went to visit the community, taking along with them more than 150
Survival Bags to distribute to the people in home-quarantine, bed-ridden people and the
elderly residents. Thank you to the philanthropic organization, IVL Foundation, for
generously sponsoring the bags of much-needed food and other daily essential items. The
residents were most appreciative.
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