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A Savings Safety Net

On 1 October, the National Savings Fund and Duang
Prateep Foundation joined forces to promote personal
savings among self-employed people aged 15–60
years, who are not members of the Government
Pension Fund (GPF) or a private provident fund. The
scheme is designed as a safety net for people like
farmers, vendors, taxi drivers, homemakers, temporary
workers, daily wage earners, students, pupils, etc. Many residents of slum communities fall
into this category.
Under the scheme, members are required to save no less than 50 baht a year, but not more
than 13,200 baht. Once they contribute to the fund, the government will contribute its part at
the end of the following month. The government contribution rate varies by age. For
members aged 15-30, it is 50% of the member’s contribution (but not more than 600 baht a
year). For those aged 30-50, the rate is 80% (but not more than 960 baht a year). It goes up to
100% for members aged 50 and over (but not more than 1,200 baht a year). Saving money
today helps to provide for their future.

Opening of new First-Aid Room at NLPK

Mr. Philippe de Fooz, sponsor of the construction and equipping of the First-Aid room at
New Life Project Kanchanaburi, was on hand to personally cut the ceremonial ribbon and
officially open the new facility at the centre, on October 21. The room will ensure that the
children, youths and staff will have fast, on-site first – aid for any injuries or illness they
incur.Prior to visiting NLPK, Khun Philippe called in to the Duang Prateep Foundation
Kindergarten to observe the Montessori Educational System in action, which he also
generously supports.

Famous Cartoonist Draws a Crowd
On October 24 and 25, Mr. Sakda Sae-Aew (or “Sia
Thairath”), the famous cartoonist from Thairath
newspaper, held classes on the art of drawing
cartoons, for teachers of the children’s centers, DPF
kindergarten, DPF staff and children. The event
was part of the project “Develop the Potential of
Children and Youths in Klong Toey Communities”
and was organized by the DPF’s Nithan Caravan
team.
The classes consisted of learning about line, colors, shapes, and also putting emotion into
cartoon characters, such as vegetables, animals, fruits, etc. by adding gestures, character and
emotion. This can help the teachers’ drawings become more appealing and interesting for
their students.

Computer Training for Community Leaders

On October 24, the Duang Prateep Foundation organized a one-day training session for 11
community leaders on basic skills of using a computer. DPF staffers were the trainers.
Following the training, each leader received a computer for their activities in their
community. These second hand computers were donated by Kiatnakin Bank. Another
training session will be organized in the near future.

New Home for NLPC Guardian Spirits

On October 28, a new spirit house was installed
and blessed at the Chumporn New Life Project
(NLPC), as the original one was no longer in
good condition. The spirit house (san phra
phum) is a dedicated structure to honour the
guardian spirits of the land on which NLPC is
situated, and which protects the human residents
against any wayward spirits. A practitioner of
matters spiritual conducted the ceremony.
Khru Prateep and Khru Mingporn presided over
the ceremony because they want to ensure the children, youths and staff at NLPC can
continue their lives in a peaceful and healthy way.
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