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Youth Leaders Paint a Brighter Future
The Duang Prateep Kindergarten received a
fresh face on August 5 when 120 youth
delegates from the 9th University Scholars
Leadership Symposium visited the school as
part of their Service Day Program to give it a
much needed spruce up. Many willing hands
soon set about scraping, sanding and painting
the playground equipment, fences, walls and
many parts of the building and garden,
returning them to their former brightness.
While the repainting work was underway,
another group of the university scholars
organized games, English practice and singalongs for the kindergarten children. After
lunch, which was also prepared by the visitors,
the students went into the community to visit
the homes of 40 of the children. They donated
essential items such as blankets, dry foods,
cooking oil, etc. at each household, while at
the same time gaining an appreciation of the
lives of the people in the slum.

Appliance Connexion + Fisher & Paykel
On August 6, 135 delegates from New Zealand retailing and manufacturing
organizations, Appliance Connexion and Fisher & Paykel, held a get-together at the
DPF to learn more about the beneficiaries of their charity fundraising efforts back
home. These funds are donated to the Hands Group (formerly, Hands Across the
Water), which in turn supports the operation of six children’s homes in Thailand. Two
of those homes are the DPF’s New Life Projects at Kanchanaburi and Chumporn.
After making a spectacular entrance in 65 specially chartered Thai tuk tuks, and led by
Kay Spencer of Narta and Hands Group, and Peter Drummond of Appliance
Connexion, the Kiwis listened to Khru Prateep being interviewed about her young life
and the genesis of the DPF. Next came a parade of women’s fashions from the Hands
Fashion range, which is also used to fund the operations of the children’s homes. [For
more on Hands Fashion, visit www.handsgroup.org.au/hands-fasion/]
The New Zealanders then took a guided walk into the nearby slum community to
inspect a house that had been rebuilt for a destitute family by another Fisher & Paykel
team in 2017.

A Royally Magical Night
The night of August 27, 2018, will forever live in the memories of all those in attendance
at the Duang Prateep Kindergarten. The official ceremony to celebrate the 40-year
anniversary of the Duang Prateep Foundation (DPF) was presided over by HRH Princess
Ubolratana Rajakanya Sirivadhana Barnavadi, elder sister of HM King Maha
Vajiralongkorn.
The hundreds of people in attendance held their breath as clouds came over and the
heavens opened up while they waited for the Princess’ arrival. But right on cue, the rain
abated as she arrived to the cheers of her admiring fans.
Formalities completed, the Princess was entertained by two dances from the children
who attend the kindergarten. This was followed by certificates of appreciation being
presented to long-term benefactors and supporters of the DPF’s projects. Group
photographs with the Princess were also on the program for other foundation
supporters, as well as a friendly chat with local residents who came to give her gifts.
The foundation was delighted and honoured that Princess Ubolratana graciously
consented to take the central role in our milestone ceremony. The foundation greatly
appreciated all attendants to this ceremony.

40-Years of the DPF
Following the official ceremony to celebrate the
40th anniversary of the DPF on August 27, presided
over by HRH Princess Ubolratana Rajakanya
Sirivadhana Barnavadi, the foundation also held a
merit-making ceremony at its premises on August 31.
During the ceremony, religious prayers were led by
nine Buddhist monks, and a special remembrance
was observed for former friends and benefactors
who have since passed away.
Khru Prateep then talked about the beginnings of
the DPF and the struggles it has endured and
overcome over the years. DPF chairperson, Dr. Sant
Hathirat, and deputy-chairperson, Mrs. Mingporn
Ungsongtham, also gave short talks about their
personal recollections of the foundation. After
which, lunch was served to the monks, before a midday meal was also provided to a large congregation
of elderly slum residents who attended the event.
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