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Slaughterhouse Art Space
For two days, on 3rd and 4th March, the old pig
slaughterhouse (Rong Muu) in Klong Toey was
turned into a bustling centre of art and craft activities,
in the 4th Soul of Klong Toey event. Presided over by
Mr. Ruksa Suthin (Assistant Permanent Secretary for
the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration) it was the
latest happening to promote the many positive things
in the Klong Toey district, and to encourage children
to say “no” to drugs.Many artists, craft people and
singers, like Tick Shiro, came to participate in the
activities, which included painting, drawing, music,
figurine decorating, puppet shows, giant inflatable
dolls and face painting. Also a big feature were the
assortment of tasty foods cooked by the local
community people. Combining to make the event a
great success were Deputy Professor Mr. Panithan
Wattanayakorn (Director General of King
Prajadhipok's Institute), Mr. Chatchart Sithiphan
(former Minister of Transportation), Khru Prateep
Ungsongtham Hata and Duang Prateep Foundation staff, the Klong Toey District Office,
members of the Port Police Station, and especially, the Rong Muu community people.

Customs Officers Familiarization Visit
On Friday, 12 March, a group of 72 “newentry” customs officers from the Thai
Customs Department, visited the Duang
Prateep Foundation (DPF) as part of their
“CRS Project”. This project has the
objectives of “learning to be a giver more
than a taker” and “being humble, patient
and devoted to helping others.” Khru
Prateep, the children, teachers and DPF staff
welcomed them to the DPF Kindergarten, with the students putting on welcome
dance performances, after which the customs officers joined the children in
recreational activities and served the children lunch. Then the visitors walked in the
slum community to see the local people’s lives, returned to the DPF and listened to a
presentation by Khru Prateep about life in the Klong Toey community and the
foundation’s projects.

“Graduation” Ceremony
On March 16, the Duang Prateep
Kindergarten organized a “Graduation
Ceremony” for departing students. All
the proud parents and guardians came
to offer their congratulations. Khru
Prateep, the founder, and Ms. Sasinan
Nilchansiri,
director
of
the
kindergarten, gave helpful advice to
the children about how to make good
preparations for moving up to
primary school. The younger students
presented flowers to congratulate the older graduating students, and all in
attendance, children and adults, beamed with pride.
Their final two schooldays were spent on an in-house, farewell camp (13-14 March) to
build relationships with friends and to demonstrate they can “survive” without
parents or guardians, thus preparing themselves to face new things and a new life in
higher education. On the first day, teachers took the children to Dinosaur Planet. And
during the evenings, various recreational activities were organized and all had fun
together.

Korean Kindness
March 16 saw a delegation of seven Korean
businessmen and diplomats visit the DPF to
learn more about the life of the people in
the slum community and our foundation’s
work to improve their lives. After a
welcome by Khru Prateep and the children
of the kindergarten, the visitors were taken
on a guided walk through the community.
And to support the DPF’s work for the
people, the Korean delegation made a
generous donation of 100,000 Baht. Members of the delegation came from the
National Unification Advisory Council (Thailand Chapter), the Embassy of the
Republic of Korea, the Korean Association in Thailand, the Overseas Korean Traders
Association, the Korean-Thai Chamber of Commerce and the Korea-Thailand Tourism
Promotion Association. Thank you all.

SET Social Impact
This year saw the 11-year anniversary of
the Stock Exchange of Thailand’s
philanthropic awards "Recognizing the
People who do Good Works for Society.”
These awards are conducted in cooperation with local organizations
working in various fields to better society
in Thailand, and each organization will
nominate one or two worthy recipients
each year. Across the 11 years, there have
been a total of 87 recipients who have
done beneficial things for society and communities in Thailand. The 2017 awards recognized
11 people in seven fields on March 20. Awardees receive a monetary prize to help fund their
on-going work. The DPF is one of the co-operating organizations and our award category is
drug prevention, which is presented under the name of
“The Prateep Ungsongtham Hata Award.” This year
DPF chose two awardees: Mr. Sawat Thammasujarit,
who has conducted anti-drug activities in slum
communities by teaching football to children, and Mr.
Warin Arjwilai, who started the Emmanuel Music
School teaching Klong Toey children to play classical
music. Congratulations to both recipients and we wish
them ongoing success in doing good things for the
underprivileged children in the Klong Toey
communities.

Friends from Germany

On 19th March, Mr. Juergen and Mrs. Veerawan Goepfert, long-term supporters of
the DPF through their Friends der Duang Prateep Foundation in Germany, made their
annual visit to the foundation to get updates on our activities in order to report to
their supporters at home. They also took the opportunity to see Mr. Nuch
Sangworn’s family whose members suffer varying degrees of blindness. The family has
been supported by sponsors in Germany to improve their income-making ability, and
thus the quality of their life. The Sangworn family are very grateful for this support
and are much happier with their life.

.

Executives’ Educational Excursion
Forty-seven members of the Iclif
Leadership and Governance Centre, an
independent non-profit organization
for executive and organizational
development, created and funded by
the Central Bank of Malaysia, paid a
visit to the DPF on March 21. Khru
Prateep welcomed them and gave a
presentation on the foundation’s activities and the life and conditions of the
people in Klong Toey, including eviction, earning income in the informal
sector, drug addiction, etc. After a walk through the slum, the visitors
returned to the DPF kindergarten where they helped the children practice
their Basic English conversation skills and then joined them in a “friendship”
dance before departing.
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