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Leading Organization for Underprivileged Children and the Poor 

Khru Prateep a Special Guest in Switzerland and Germany 

In the first week of October (4-9), Khru Prateep 

was the personal guest of Mr. Juergen 

Goepfert, head of our support foundation in 

Germany, ‘Freunde de Duang Prateep 

Foundation’, to help celebrate the 20-year 

anniversary of that organization’s founding. It 

is a landmark achievement by ‘Freunde’ and 

was a good opportunity for Khru Prateep to 

again personally thank our many German 

benefactors. Renowned Thai pianist, Mr. Nat 

Yontararak, and his team also generously 

performed at a special dinner to help raise 

funds for our disadvantaged children.   While in 

the ‘neighborhood’, Khru also crossed the 

border to Switzerland to meet with our friends 

of the Swiss Supporting Organization (SSO). Founders, Ms. Brigitte and Mr. Hanspeter 

Heckendorn, convened a meeting of their committee and a selection of sponsors, whom Khru 

warmly thanked for their ongoing support. Discussions on future co-operation between our 

organizations were also a feature of both visits. And with a little relaxation time as well, the 

hosts took Khru to see several spectacular sites in their countries.  



Opening of the ‘Good Children Pavilion’ at NLP Chumporn 

The youths and boys at NLP Chumporn have a new ‘tool’ in their arsenal to help them shake 

off their addiction to drugs and to overcome other deep-seated problems in their life. This is 

the new ‘Good Children Pavilion’ (‘Sala Dek Dee’), a centre where they can learn Dhamma, 

meditation and other practices to help them relax from the stresses, conflicts and problems 

in their life.  The construction of the pavilion was generously funded by long-time DPF friend, 

Mr. Bengt Norman. On 12 October, Mr. Norman and Ms. Am Sornsakul travelled to the New 

Life Project, together with Mr. Per Tornqvist from Sweden and friends, to participate in the 

official opening of the ‘Good Children Pavilion’. They were welcomed upon arrival with 

performances by the youths at Chumporn.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Executives’ Educational Excursion  

Forty-four members from the Iclif Leadership 

and Governance Centre (an independent non-

profit organization for executive and 

organizational development, created and 

funded by the Central Bank of Malaysia), paid a 

visit to the DPF on 15 October. Khru Prateep 

welcomed them and gave a presentation on 

the foundation’s activities and the life and 

conditions of the people in Klong Toey – 

including eviction, earning income in the informal sector, drug addiction, etc. After a guided 

walk through the slum, the visitors returned to the DPF kindergarten where they helped the 

children practice their Basic English conversation skills, before joining the children in a 

‘friendship’ dance before departure.  

 



Young Role Models 2019 

 
The DPF recently held its twelfth event to recognize local 

young men and women who have distinguished 

themselves in various ways. They have become someone 

their peers can look up to, and whose example they can 

emulate. On October 19, the DPF conducted its latest 

“Outstanding Youth – Role Models for the Community 

Awards” ceremony. Adding prestige to the awards, HRH 

Princess Ubolratana Rajakanya Sirivadhana Barnavadi 

graciously consented for the awards to be presented in 

her name, as she has kindly done in each of the previous 

eleven years of the awards’ existence. And, at a later date, all nine awardees will be granted a personal 

audience with the royal princess. The Stock Exchange of Thailand generously provides financial 

support for these prestigious awards, while Dr. Chadchart Sittipunt, former Deputy Minister of 

Transport, presided as chairperson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Social Venture: CT Partners 

On 22 October, 70 members of CT Partners from Australia 

came to demolish two houses of poor, invalided families in 

the Klong Toey community. They were led by Peter Baines 

OAM, president of Hands Across the Water (HATW). This was 

in preparation for a rebuild of the houses by a local builder, 

which CT Partners will fund. Another 20 members of the 

group also made 250 soft “animal” cushions for the 

kindergarten kids. The group was first briefed by Peter Baines about the HATW organization, after 

which Khru Prateep outlined the story of the Duang Prateep Foundation and the backgrounds of 

the poor families they had come to help. Fifty of the group then went to demolish the old 

dilapidated houses, and worked alongside the local 

builder to sink the new pylons into soft underlying mud to 

form the foundation of the new building, while twenty 

stayed behind to color, stuff and stitch the cushions. Prior 

to departing, the whole group had the heart-warming 

experience of personally gifting the hand-made “animal” 

cushions to the kindergarten children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Belgian Benefactor 

Mr. Philippe de Fooz, a retired gentleman from Belgium, has been a 

friend and supporter of the DPF and our projects for almost four years. 

He is a regular and welcome visitor. On his most recent visit (25-27 

October) he first called in to meet with Khru Prateep and DPF Bangkok 

staff, before travelling to the New Life Project at Kanchanaburi (NLPK) 

to inspect his latest support for NLPK – nine CCTV cameras 

strategically placed around the compound for the protection and 

security of the children. He also donated ingredients for the herbal soap-

making project and educational material for the library room. During 

his two-day visit, Khun Philippe also made time to tour the fruit 

orchards and gardens of the centre and took a turn at Thai dancing with 

the appreciative kids.          
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