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Princess Ubonratana Rajakanya Grants Audience to Outstanding Youths
On April 5, Princess Ubonratana
Rajakanya graciously granted an
audience to the winners of the
foundation’s 11th “Outstanding Youth –
Role Models for the Community”
Awards. The special occasion was part
of events marking the birthday of the
princess this month. The princess chatted
with each awardee and was interested in
their achievements. The princess also
inquired about the situation of the Klong
Toey community and the Duang Prateep Foundation. This was indeed a special and proud
time in the lives of these young community ambassadors. The youth awardees had earlier
received their awards as outstanding role models at a ceremony at the Duang Prateep
Foundation on October 20, 2018. The awards are given for three different criteria: (1)
academic achievement and self-development, (2) service to the community and society, and
(3) service to the family and moral integrity.

Novartis – Circle of Excellence Team
Twenty Australians from the Novartis company’s Circle
of Excellence team ventured into the Klong Toey slum
community on April 8 to bring some light into the lives
of two poor and disabled families led by Peter Baines
from Hands Group. The team’s mission was to demolish
the ramshackle and dilapidated houses that the families
live in to prepare the way for new family homes to be
constructed on the same sites. The new homes are being
sponsored the second times by Novartis to do for the people in the slum. This ongoing rehousing project is a collaboration between Hands Group and the Duang Prateep Foundation,
and the above two families represented the twelfth and thirteenth beneficiaries to date.

Happy Thai Songkran Festival
Duang Prateep Foundation organized its
annual Songkran ceremony for elder citizens
and disabled people on 11th April. This year
we had the honor of Mr. Jaruspong Lumsom,
Director General of Loxley Public Company
presiding over the ceremony. We also
received support for the ceremony from the
Stock Exchange of Thailand. There were
around 450 people in attendance, including
elder citizens, disabled people, representatives
from local government organizations, private
organizations English teachers Volunteers and community leaders. The ceremony kicked off
with welcome performances by the youths and an official welcome from Emeritus Prof. Sant
Hathirat, M.D, Mrs. Prateep Ungsongtham Hata spoke on the background and objectives of
the ceremony, while Ms. Kanokwan Kemmalai,
representative from the Stock Exchange of Thailand also
gave words of greeting. A special dinner was also provided
to the participants, including succulent Thai sausages from
the Sukhumvit Grande Sheraton Hotel led by Mr. Richard
Chapman, General Manager of the Hotel.Presentations of
gifts to 30 elder citizens who help in community activities
were also organized to thank them for their devotion to
society and to hold them up as role models for the people.
Unfortunately, not all elderly residents could make it to the
ceremony due to ill health. So, prior to the Songkran ceremony,
DPF staff took rice, dry food and other essential sanitary items
to hem at homes to cheer them up so they would not feel left
out. Participants were happy and ready to start with a happy
spirit after the Thai Festival.

Business Blueprint Pedals In
Making their fourth visit to the DPF was the Business
Blueprint team of bike riders, on April 15. They were due
to set off off from Ayutthaya to Kanchanaburi to raise
funds to support the work of Hands Group. Their final
destination at our New Life Project in Kanchanaburi
province on 21 April, As it happened, their visit coincided
with the Thai New Year (Songkran festival), Khru Prateep
gave a brief presentation on the background of the DPF as
well as the house rebuild project in the communities,
which is supported by Hands Group and introduced two
young adults; Mr. Yong He Kim and Mr. Supee who
joined on the ride with the group. The visitors also
participated in the customary New Year’s sprinkling of
water over the hands of the elderly citizens, and joined
them in dancing the ramwong. Thank you Business
Blueprint for fundraising to help the poor children. We
hope to have a chance to welcome you again next year.

Business Blueprint Cyclists

On 21st April, in hot weather typical of this time of year, 67 bike
riders from Business Blueprint, Australia pedaled into the New
Life Project at Kanchanaburi (NLPK) to complete their fundraising
ride from Ayuthaya province. Leading them in were Mr. Dale
Beaumont and Mr. Peter Baines of Hands Group. And also along
for the ride were two young men of the New Life Project, Mr.
Yong He Kim and Mr. Supee Takien. The group were raising
funds for the children’s homes in Thailand that Hands support,
including NLPK. Khru Prateep, Khru Mingporn, staff and children
welcomed them. All the children surprised and delighted the visitors with a very
commendable rendition of the Australian National
Anthem and welcome performances. In the evening, all
the bike riders, together with NLPK children and staff
attended a gala dinner to celebrate the success of the
ride and recount stories of their adventures during the
ride. A big thank you to Business Blueprint for fund
raising to help the poor children. We hope to have a
chance to welcome you again next year.
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